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all his prodigious energy of will-power, his far-sighted view of
political forces, his unscrupulous astuteness in taking advantage
of the weakness of human nature, and his dauntless courage
and tenacity. He had no prejudices for or against any person,
party or country—his only thought was how he could use them
for his purpose. Sentimentality in public affairs seemed to him
childish folly: " Nobody does anything for nothing," he would
say. Convinced that military strength alone could shape the
future of Germany, he gave whole-hearted support to the
King's plans for forging the weapon which he needed to carve
out the destinies of central Europe.
Military reorganisation was a soldier's business, the details
of which he had to leave in the hands of von Roon ; but in the
field of diplomacy his own gifts were supreme, and almost
immediately after his appointment he put through a master-
stroke of foreign policy.
The hatred of Russian rule in Poland had been crushed out
of sight by persecution after the revolt of 1830 (§ 105), but it
remained a perpetual source of anxiety to the Czars. The
success of the Italians in 1859-1860 excited hopes for a parallel
movement in Poland, and the emancipation of the serfs in
1861 embittered the Polish nobles who were robbed of their
" property" (N69), In 1863 Alexander II determined to
cripple the movement by calling up for military service the
young men of the towns, where nationalist sentiment was
strongest. This fanned the embers of discontent into a sudden
blaze of insurrection. The sympathies of liberals all over
Europe were strongly on the insurgents* side, and nowhere
was this feeling stronger than in Germany. The Governments
of England, France and Austria joined in urging the Czar to
give way and restore to the Poles the constitution which had
been set aside in 1831. If Prussia had supported the other
Powers, Alexander might have been forced to give way. But
Bismarck cared nothing about what other Powers were doing,
or about public opinion, or about Polish liberties. He saw an
opportunity for gaining a powerful friend for Prussia, and he

